
 

  

Saint  Francis Universi ty 's semester  

abroad program in France is a once-in-

a-l i fet ime experience  avai lable to 

students in every major .  Students stay 

in the Universi ty ’s renovated fac i l ity  in 

Ambialet ,  located in south-western 

France.  The si te is perched on a hi l ltop 

over looking the Tarn River  and the 

vi l lage of Ambialet .   The program is 

based in Ambialet but inc ludes extended 

stays in Par is ,  Barcelona and Amsterdam. 

Students prof i t  from numerous visi ts to 

important s i tes in the region.   Visi ts to 

museums,  monuments and natural  s ites 

are enhanced by local events.   The Fal l  

Semester  in France is shorter  than the 

spr ing semester which means you wil l 

not  need a visa (a savings of  about 

$500) .   The Semester in France is  the 

same tuit ion,  room & board costs as  a 

semester in  Loretto .  Your f inancial  a id 

applies.   You wil l see three of  Europe’s 

greatest c i t ies and discover a 

spectacular region of  France.   You wil l 

meet both young and old in every 

locat ion we visi t ,  as well  as in Ambialet ,  

our  home vi l lage.   Cast les,  museums,  

hikes,  local events, wonderful  food, wine 

and cheese tast ings, and great  fa l l 

weather … what’s not to l ike?  

S E M E S T E R  I N  F R A N C E  C O U R S E S  

The core academic program is 9 credits (FREN, FNAR and RLST). Everyone participates in the 3 core 

courses because they form the basis of the program, directly linked to nearly all activities, and teach 

how to approach another culture.  The courses are fun and students inevitably appreciate them 

immensely.  Additional courses offered in France (listed below) are optional.  Students may also take 

on-line courses to help maintain their progress toward graduation. 

 

BIOL 205 Human Anatomy and Physiology I (4 credits)  Basic course in the study of the structure and function of 

the human body. The specialized structure and function of each organ system is studied at the cellular, tissue, 

and organ level of organization, as well as homeostatic mechanisms.  This semester specifically covers the 

integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, and sensory systems.  Includes a 3-credit lecture and corresponding 

1-credit lab component, both of which will be conducted online. NOTE: To take this course online, a grade of B- 

or higher in BIOL 111 and BIOL 111 lab is a requirement.  

 

CORE 407 The Creative Power of Identity (3 credits)  Is identity a personal discovery, an intentional creation, or a 

construction provided by cultural and political institutions? Students will examine the concepts of personal and 

collective identity through the prisms of psychology, sociology, European history and the arts.  Students 

synthesize and apply ideas through written brief reflections, discussions in class, group presentations, and a 

longer reflective essay related to one of the cities that we visit or our local town, that demonstrates an 

understanding of identity and an appreciation of diversity.  These ideas and concepts will be expanded within 

the art studio and the Ambialet site.  Here students will be individually and collaboratively supported in making 

artwork that explores questions of identity using traditional and non-traditional processes; painting, sculpture, 

the body, objects, ritual and time-based work etc. 

 

FNAR 102 Culture and Values (3 credits) An exploration of three European cities, with a focus on the role cities 

and urban public spaces play in shaping today's European culture and values. In parallel with the historical 

context and 'built-form' of the city, the course will explore the notion of community and citizenship through 

lectures, creative project work, and immersive city tours, which will encourage reflection and thinking-in-action 

about the world around us.   

 

FREN 112 Intensive Elementary French (3 credits) Functional skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing; 

introduction to French and Francophone culture. Fulfills language requirement. No prerequisite.  

--or-- 

FREN 201 Intermediate French I  or  FREN 202 Intermediate French II (3 credits ea.)  Grammar review and further 

development of communicative skills and cross-cultural competence through cultural readings in French. Focus 

on oral proficiency and written expression. Prerequisite for 201: FREN 102 or equivalent (3 yrs. of high school 

French) Prerequisite for 202: FREN 201  or equivalent (4 yrs. of high school French).   

 

RLST 390 Early and Medieval Church History & Architecture: Focus on Pilgrimage (3 credits) This course aims to 

make clearer the policies of the Roman Catholic Church across Western Europe – and especially France - 

during the Middle Ages. In an introductory class on pre-historical times and Antiquity, we will 

examine the birth of spirituality and abstract thought in mankind, and then move along to the 

emergence and development of Christianity during the Roman Empire.  
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